




ILKLEY BREWERY NEWS 
 from Malcolm Gardner 

 
1 The brewery took delivery at the end of 
September of two 40 hectolitre brewing ves-
sels which will give more flexibility on brew-
ing styles. 
 
2 The first year of the Ilkley Tap saw 61 dif-
ferent Ilkley beers sold. Other pubs in Ilkley 
that sell the brewery beers have reported an 
increase in sales of those. 
 
3 The start of October saw two new stouts 
on sale - Stout Mary and Ginger Jane. 

NEWS, GOSSIP, SCANDAL 

   The building which housed the Sparrow on 
North Parade, Bradford, has been sold. Dare 
we await news of a pub reopening? 

************* 
   The Black Horse, Oakenshaw, now has no 
real ale on offer. 

************* 
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   Phil was known to many as Twill and was 
highly respected in many fields. 
   He was born a Bradford lad and lived in the 
city until about 12 years ago, when he took to 
the water. No, he didn’t go teetotal, he and 
his partner Michelle decided to forgo their 
traditional semi and buy a narrow boat. 
   Phil was a graphic designer by trade and 
did a lot of good work for this magazine and 
the Bantam’s fanzine, City Gent, over many 
years. Indeed, his regular articles under the 
heading of Tales from a Narrow Boat gave 
us all a flavour of their wanderings over 
many parts of our canal and river network. 
   Phil’s main interests were remarkably 
straight forward: Beer / Curry / Dogs. He and 
Michelle met through a mutual love of dogs 
and, for a while, lived in their semi with up to 
seven of them.  
   He worked behind the bar at Bradford’s 

Corn Dolly pub for many years. He loved 
pubs. 
   His politics were left-leaning but he never 
pushed that too far. Live and let live should 
have been his motto. 
   Their “home” mooring was in Middlewich, 
Cheshire, partly because he could get a 
good wi-fi signal and, well, there are some 
good pubs thereabouts. 
   He suffered a stroke some months ago and 
obviously never recovered, his body giving 
up the struggle in hospital. He and Michelle 
had agreed on a Pure Cremation deal for 
both of them, so there was no traditional fu-
neral as such. However, many, many people 
raised a glass to him. 
   I invite you to do the same. 
 

David Boothroyd 
Picture shows Phil and Michelle last year. 

PHIL LITTLEWOOD    05/06/54 to 27/08/25 

NEWS, GOSSIP, SCANDAL  

 

The Station pub, Ilkley, no longer opens Mon 
to Wed. (September report.) 

************ 
   Phil Greaves reports from Otley (late Sep): 
Pubs closed in town now are Rose & Crown, 
White Swan, Bay Horse. And all work on the 

former Manor House has ceased.  

   The Otley Tavern is still open, but remains 
up for sale freehold.  

************ 
   The Hill Top, Thornton,  was to reopen in 
November after a substantial refurbishment. 

************ 
   The Old Cock, Otley is the Leeds CAMRA 
POTS for autumn 2025. 

************* 
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PAUL WHITAKER 
 
   Paul Whitaker, known to most as Pablo, died in 
October at the age of 73. 
   One of four brothers, he was a CAMRA mem-
ber right from the earlier years, and an active one 
in the Bradford branch for quite some time. In-
deed, from 1984 to 1989, he and brother Dave 
edited Tyke Taverner. 
   He enjoyed a pint, and never more so than at 
beer festivals. The Bradford ones, in particular, 
when they were held at the Queen’s Hall. He was 
near the decision-making team and must have 
been the one to lobby for making spoon-playing a 
festival sport. 
   Ah, the spoons. Whether they were theoretically 

in tune or not, Paul would wield them with 
skill and no small amount of energy. Many 
were those individuals who found their 
head being used as a sounding board. 
Some said they enjoyed it and went back 
for more. 
   He was also something of an artist (no, 
the other sort), and it was he who pro-
vided many illustrations for TT and some 
of our beer guides. 
   Pablo’s wake is / was at Jacob’s Well on 
the first day of November. 

Fellow member Omar Smith resists the ap-
proaches of Pablo and his spoons. 

NEWS, GOSSIP, SCANDAL  

 
   Number 24 in Saltaire has had a bit of a 
refurb and is very smart and clean. Three 
real ale are usually on offer. 

*********** 
   Breweries from hereabouts closed in the 
last year, according to the 2026 Good 
Beer Guide: 

 
Barker Bridge, Cullingworth 

Briscoe, Otley 
Legitimate Industries, Leeds 
Magic Rock, Huddersfield 

Milltown, Milnsbridge 
Stubbee, Bradford. 

 
********** 
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PUBS NO MORE Can you put names to them? 

Ricky Holden provides the pictures; you provide the answers. 

The three im-
ages last time 
showed : 
 
Abbey / Mel-
born, White 
Abbey. 
 
Boy & Barrel, 
Westgate. 
 
Belle Vue, 
Manningham 
Lane 

TOP: 
   Situated towards 
the bottom of a major 
route into Bradford. 
   Changed its name 
in later years and 
included the addition 
of a hemispherical 
greenhouse. 
 
MIDDLE: 
   Set on a busy road 
junction, this was 
said to be oldest li-

cenced premises in 
this town. Original 
Melbourn windows 
and mirrors were 
evident. Now it’s just 
a space. 
 
BOTTOM: 
On Thornton Road. 
Now long gone with 
another business on 
the site. 
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Weds 5th Nov Fighting Cock, Preston Street.  

Weds 12th Nov Branch Meeting at the Beehive, Shipley.  

Weds 19th Nov Chapel House, Low Moor. (7.15pm 268 Dews-
bury / Wakefield 
bus.) 

Wed 26th Nov Lord Clyde, Thornton Road.  

Wed 3rd Dec Fox, Hockney, Pride of Shipley - Shipley.  

Wed 10th Dec Wallers Bar, Turls Green, City Centre.  

Wed17th Dec Market Sq Tavern & Myrtle Grove, Bingley.  

Wed 24th Dec No social.  Happy Christmas.  

Wed 31st Dec Record Café & Boar & Fable, North Parade.  

Wed 7th Jan Exchange, Market Street.  

Wed 14th Jan  Branch Meeting.  Venue TBA.  

Bradford CAMRA socials / events Nov / Jan All start at 7.30pm unless stated. 

Note: Any bus and train details correct at time of compilation. Do check. 

HALIFAX & CALDERDALE CAMRA 

For more details, contact our Social Secretaries at social@hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk 
or see https://hxcalderdalecamra.org.uk/branch-diary/ 

 

Thu 6 Nov 7.30 Big Six, Halifax. Open branch meeting 

Sat 8 Nov 1200 Victorian Craft Beer Cafe, Hali-
fax. 

Back in Black Beer Festival  
30+ black beers available 

Fri 14 Nov 1200 Barkisland Cricket Club. Barkisland Beer & Pie Festival. 
Real ale / pies / free entry. 

Thu 20 Nov 7.30 Royal Oak, Halifax. Open Committee Meeting 

Sat 29 Nov 1200 Wishbone Brewery, Keighley. Brewery tour and tasting. 

Thu 4 Dec 7.30 Richard Oastler, Brighouse. Open branch meeting. 

Sat 27 Dec 7.30 Kobenhavn, Halifax. Christmas Recovery Social. 
Start here and move on around 
Halifax centre. 

TBA Three Pigeons, Halifax. Christmas Social. Details being 
arranged. Contact branch. 

Wed 10 Dec 7pm Wainhouse Tavern, Halifax Whisky tasting 18: From all the 
main regions in Scotland. 
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BRAD FORD 

FEST 

BEER 

IVAL 2026 

AND 

CIDER 

VICTORIA HALL, SALTAIRE 

26 TO 28 FEBRUARY 

TICKETS AVAILABLE EARLY IN 

THE YEAR 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE DETAILS 


